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AtWRKY63-overexpression in Arabidopsis Confers

Resistance to Sclerotinia sclerotiorum

CHEN Xiaoting'*
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(1 College of Life Sciences,Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University, Fuzhou 350002, China;2 Key Laboratory of Bio-pesticide
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Abstract: To explore the potential roles of oxalic acid (OA) in the pathogenesis of Sclerotina sclerotiorum ,
we sprayed 30 mmol/L OA evenly onto 3-week-old Arabidopsis and found AtWRKY63 was markedly in-
duced by OA. To further elucidate the function of AtWRKY63,we obtained pure line of AtWRKY63-over-

expression Arabidopsis by constructing AtWRKY63-overexpression vector and transforming Arabidopsis.

The Arabidopsis plants overexpressing AtWRKY63 showed enhanced resistance to S. sclerotiorum. Histo-

chemical staining revealed that overexpression of AtWRK Y63 induced oxidative burst in host plants, which
suppressed the hyphal growth of S. sclerotiorum,and consequently inhibited fungal infection. qRT-PCR a-
nalysis indicated that AtWRKY63 may involve in salicylic acid-dependent and jasmonic acid-dependent de-
fense signaling pathway, thus,confers the resistance to S. sclerotiorum.

Key words: Arabidopsis thaliana ; At WRKY63; Sclerotinia sclerotiorum ;oxalic acid
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WRKY 7~ i B o 2 | 58 SO 2 K 5 48 2k 4]
W G & —45 4 507 2B 58 B 145 5 R 2%, AT
GRS RN IR il 7] 31 K

B R D7 vk 2 FORATF5E WRKY [ AT R (1) 4= 4
FIURERYH AL T B, fEK A L Rk OsWRKY13
T8 1o POE K R (salicylic acid, SA) 34 72 A0 ¢ 3 [H 5%
B I AR (asmonic acid, JA) 7 5 & A2 K 1 58 K
TR X 85 BA M AT & ( Xanthomonas oryzae pv. oryzae) Fll
TR I (Magna portha grisea) I Pi P A
OsWRKY53 .OsWRK Y45 [ 7K & GE 18 5 X Fe I8 9
RHLPE T 3k OsWRKY3 . OsWRKYT1 ) K i %t
AU AT T A T M B R . H OsWRK Y62 H) 4 4
E 7K A8 B A 5 L — A SR T o Rk Os-
WRKY62 B 7K A5 23 0 il By 7 56 TR A 3R 3k g2 2k T 1
Xa21 A5 (%3 35 B M FF B (9 BT ME s OsWRK Y28
S A B A B L ) — A SR 45 BT i R GE Os-
WRK Y28 (1) 7K i %F 7 45 0 Ina86-137 T Jin LR
L ¥ IF AtWRKY7, AtWRKY11, AtWRKY17, At-
WRKY18,AtWRKY23 ,AtWRKY25,AtWRKY27 ., At-
WRKY38,AtWRKY40 , AtWRKY41,AtWRKY48 | At-
WRKY53 . AtWRKY58 AtWRKY60 ,AtWRKY62 i %
SE R R ) G 8 BONE B SR 4 Y L T AdWRKY3  Ac-
WRKY4,AtWRKY33, AtWRKY53, AtWRKY70 4 #i
YIXFBEAAR 5 5 B B 40 MK B (Botrytis cinerea ) Fl4E
¥ f (Alternaria brassiciola) Pt ¥ 2 M 1Y 1F 8 £
FhEnls AiWRK Y46, AtWRK Y70, AIWRKY53 % 1%
A8 FERNE B ( Pseudomonas syringae) 74 1E 45T
AE X JLA~ WRKY J [R5 il By 180 52 17 v A7 1 [) A
FFIIRETUARIG o Bl W58 R 3R 8 L 78
3% (Brassica napus) H i3 F 15 BnWRK Y33 3 5%
WSEX A% 3 (Sclerotinia sclerotiorum) FIFLYE o

B R — 2 H B R R Y 400 Z Fb
L) P D L T g 4 AL O 32 AP A 7 A R 00 ™
W BT R BOR L B A TEEUR I A
W ELR Coxalic acid, OA) K 4% Fl 41 g BE [ i il 2% .
OA TEAZ BETE A BUW o B b2 5 S VE T, B R
TR AL 25 32 2 2 A1 2 L TR A i B K5 ik g T G 1) 4
TERT OA B REZS & 45 55 F . BN 35 i g e,
A L S A R BT 5 IR 3 I R R R AR A W)
SMFE MR EENEENMYEY B TR
TEAZ A T 1= G A P w2 9 S B A P AT R0 T 4
TSR AR AE B IR P 38 T L I WRKY Jk A
25 5 FRE AR P RN T H A B RS
) AtWRKY63 fEAZ 8 vt pofE .

L APRAT %

1.1 # #

P17 I+ B A= B (Col 0) . B 5 )5 #& Fh T MS
Bl A R B4 CbB 2~3 d 5. & TIR%E (22+
1) C,12 h(9:00~21:00) Y6/ ,12 h BBEEHEF 10 d
G BB R
1.2 A &
1.2.1 ERBERXNERZEFEM BHSHHE 30
mmol/L g (pH 1. 7) F 3 Ji & flrg 7t i b, 22
CEERE. T 0.1.2,12.24.,48.72 h BUFE I AHE
R4 RNA PREF A R SR B AP 1980 Y 1A 22 B 1
16T 1/8 PDA Bigebkrp, 22 CH5otR5 3% 3~5 d. JH
FIAL AR BOGL G A K S A% B T 22 B BT 4 A
WAL R T i i b R IR Oy 22 C AR ORI 4 A
24 h AT R R AR,
1.2.2 DNA.RNA 2E, ¥ E & RT-PCR K qRT-
PCR 4 M /- DNA,RNA #H K K% 55 %
TaKaRa i & W45 . & & RT-PCR 1y 2S5
N Actin2, 9¢)65E & PCR 2% TaKaRa iX 7 &
(DRRO41A) BEH] 45, N ZIE Ol Actin8. 20 pL 47
Wk & 4% 2 X PCR buffer 10 L, FF #5194
0.4 pL.cDNA Btz 1 pL.ddH,0 8.2 pL, #3145
W1,
1.2.3 AtWRKY63 B FIRXIERTHTH N
TAIR Wi 35153 AtWRK Y63 ;B 1 %65 F /i 1 000
bp 7%, |l | The PlantCARE Database Chttp://
bioinformatics. psb. ugent. be/webtools/plantcare/
html/ ) FEZ W il X} AtWRK Y63 J5 3l ¥ 19 i =CA/E
TCAEHEAT R
1.2.4 AtWRKY63 dRiZHGFRMERUEITH
#4 A Primer 5. 0 A& iHEA Xoa | 5
BamH T WEGYI S M52 514 OEWRKY63F(5'-
GCTCTAGAGCATGTTTTCAAACATCGATCA-
C-3") MIOEWRKY63R(5'-CGGGATCCCGTCAA-
AACAACATCAGGTCTTC-3"), LB A4 %1 3 7 %
cDNA JEH  Ex Taq Bk T PCR 973 . 9734 &
94 CHUASPE 5 min, 94 CA8E 30 5,53 “CiB k 30
$:72 ‘CHEAH 1 min, 30 MEH,72 C LM 10 min,
PCR 74 I 1 %6 B W 558 162 R 1K 43 28 J 910 [l i
A pMDI18-T #EA7I 7. i Xba T 55 BamH T L
fitt U] pCAMBIA1300-221 F# 4 H 1 A Bt 1 7 B 2%
B H 1 R B S Ras sk R B, Ty DNA % # 1
16 C i 5 5 AL KIGAT W DHS5 o« B ) 4 58 1F 1
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Table 1 Primer sequences in this test
FE N Gene H P EE Locus 5| ¥ 4 FK Primer name 2| ¥ %% Primer Sequence(5'-3")
J ) gActin8F AGTGGTCGTACAACCGGTATTGT
ACTINS Atlgd9240 gActinSR GAGGATAGCATGTGGAAGTGAGAA
N . Actin2F CACTGTGCCAATCTACGAGGGT
ACTINZ At3g18780 Actin?R CACAAACGAGGGCTGGAACAAG
) ¢PRIF CCCACAAGATTATCTAAGGGTTCAC
PRI Ar2g14610 gPRIR CCCTCTCGTCCCACTGCAT
o, ¢PALIF TTCAAGGGAGCTGAGATTGC
PAL1 Ar2g37040 gPALIR GCTCTGCTGATTGAACATGG
- qLOX2F CAATCGTAGTTACCACACCAATC
LOX2 Ar3g45140 qLOX2R AGTGAAGTGCGGAACATAGG
- ¢VSPIF GTTACACCAACAGCCTTGAG
VSEl Ar5g24780 qVSPIR TATGGATATGGGACCGAGA

M ZR AR A R AT GV3101, 3 o 4 #1 B 12 46 1k
A B A TR T R A R R S A AR T
FRUEFT IRk L S 2 W 4l 2R TR 4 T s R S 4l 41k

FRE
1.2.5 MRARFE MWLM S hFrmt i

FH Z B e DABCO. 1 mg/mL) 34 @53 1%, B 5
5% Z (@ 3 h DL EE T Olympus SZX16 &%
BX51 W e FWERS . & Wi e A B FP 8 h
(I L e il 8 ) B T A gk,

1.2.6 HBRESHH LR P EIELHES 5
ik H PASW statistics 18 43 B 84, 22 57 W 2% 45
Bk RN 2 5 22 43 1 s R 4 5 40 15  Ori-
gin 8.5 Hff.

2 AR5

2.1 EBRFSIUEIT AtWRKY63 [ Kk

BT R hE R IF WRKY £ B2 7%
ki, AtWRKY63 2% B b 38 5 5 & i57. R A
P i RT-PCR R UE G 45 5 0y AT §E 0, 6 3 A
WA T A B R ER r A 0.1.2.4.12.24.48.72 h
AN TR B 8] BE oK 52 RT-PCR 4> #F AtWRK Y63 7£
KO R RIS BLRY R A 1 h 5, A
WRKY63 (1335 & il 1, Brid 12 h ik 8 5 &
{EL s Bt 5 p 360 B5F ) 079 2B K, AcWRK Y63 3 PR 5% 5 7k
AR E 1, A) .,
2.2 BRERTEHEHNUERRIE

¥ AtWRKY63 548 g JF A2 63k WIS A
Py AH S A5 5 R A% T RE 2 5 g I N X R 36 T
BHEWERENEREZ —. Hit. % AtWRKY63 (1
CDS J¥ 4 2 M 1. 2. 4 J5 &5 A B ROC K3k 4K
pCAMBIA1300-221 1, & 1, B & %% 1A # 2 55 w8 7R
HE. HFEPCREIYPEIAT Xba 1 5 BamH

T U A A5 07 2 ) BE PR SR ¥ i AL DDA H Y
F BRI, Y 100 B e W R
HLUK BT, 45 R B 2 %A1 BN 4R R 292 750
bp, 5 B A B /N—F (K 1,0, %8 AtWRKY63
I T pCAMBIAL300-221 #fk i, #id F2ik%;
TR P AR AT B A6 - S Ak AU R O R 25 mg/ L i)
B RN HE AU R O T, AURD - HEAT 0 2k M0 Hh Al
B TRV R T 5 25550
2.3 EFRIE AIWRKY63 Bl A ZEEM
7N k2

K H2F @ & RT-PCR b4 1 B A4 B e 5% 5E A
Ttk AtWRKY63 R iE 1600 . K AtWRKY63 1
TAEM IR E L (B 1, D). MK E A
WREKY63 jof &35 18 bk J2 75 3 58 100 R I 0 4% 8 7 1Y
Uk X 4 JES 400 RE JT AT 1S A4 A B i A
Foafh, ME:RD 24 h(J& 2,A1) ., 48 h(|& 2, A2) 1y
W BEY G DU T LA M o A Bk T TR 22 X B AR A A
R G A HU T ST R A T 5 A v S AR b A
Z AL B B R G s NEEFR 24 hoigBEm AL (& 2,B)
AL, AtWRK Y63 2 3¢ 35 0 4 0 A% B R B A 35 19
P (P<C0. 05) s X457 8 h (142 Y it v A% 85 1T 1
22 KA A W Y e (] 2, C1.C2) R A% BT 1
A R ep A KT R 5 C2 SR A B DR AR P A L R
22 R R VA TR R A e R DR R A A A Y A
K2 BIBHAG s X4 RD 8 h iR Jemt i) DAB 4 8,45
SR R TR e B DUR R v A £ ) R B U 2 L T
FRAR A A 17 B A R 2 TLF- WL AS B A 4 0 4 AL B A
it B R RUARL R 1 AU R I O LU B AR AL B B R 2
et 5 DR R PR AR AT R o 39 P AR 0 K 7 AR SR R BT %
BHEMR Y- 2,C3.C),
2.4 AtWRKY63 B#FIRX1ERATHS

it PlantCARE R 3 %} AtWRKY63 (1 J3 3
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FIRAE I T A 247 F . 25 SRR W] AtWRKY63
J 8 FMER T CAAT-box fl TATA-box 45 BL#%
Yy b5 0I5 B 1 G5 40 T 1 o i A — 28 55 1 30 R
WA DG B TG o He b 5 A 4 I 30 AR G I =4
T AL AE 5 AR B 38 AH OC ) LTR, KA MR E A K
JCfF ARE, 54 9y 38 AH OC A9 I =1 ook A
142 5K BRI R TCA JLHE .5 4> 5 1 FR Wi R
gt MeAh R TE] 1 A5 AEK R T M EK
I . oCF TGA-box. VF £ 2 5 6 B 1 Jo 14 - 43
# ACA-motif, ACE JG 4. AE-box, ATCT-motif.
BOX4.BOX I.GATA Jtff . TCCC-motifl(F& 2),

30 mmol/L OA

2.5 AtWRKY63 S 5MKESEEDN
ST AtWRK Y63 % 3 PR RS2 75 51 R iF
Ui (5 5 i 2 1 e 28 . R qRT-PCR [L A8 T ¥ 4
A AtWRKY63 K& KA bk i) AtWRKY63 J¢ 4
YOG 5 IR G B R e S KO- . P i R
R R 2 B PALY K % %9 72 A0 G 2 (Y
PR1 B RUE KA BRYUNG 5 5 @ 42 1 br s 5L 1 G 1
BRIV E N VSPL Mg is A G0 LOX2 22
I/ KRR AE T IR MAR G B R B AT 52 S R 5l i
B 5. B3 AT, 5 AR AR BROM L, Ae-
WRKY63 %% B AR AtWRKY63 [ 335 it b 3

A B WRKY63 c M12 D Colo WRKY63-3
0 1 2 412244872(h) [<TDs ]
R0 AtWRKY63
AtWRKY63 w o w 1000 bp
CaMV35S GUS, Tnos

AtActin2 | #ie @B 6P G0 82 ap %9

pCAMBIA-1300-221

750 bp

w

Bl RRESENEIT A:WRKY6S3 (9315 & AtWRKY63 i3 3235 844 ny# & 55 50 4iF
A HERRAL PR IF G 72 h 8 AcWRKY63 (146 KT B. AcWRK Y63 32 26 35 4 1A (9 49 18 7% 25 18 5 C. AcWRK Y63 T 41 Bk WU L) % 5
M. DL2000;1. fi i pPCAMBIA1300-221 (X} #8) ;2. Bk ; D. AtWRK Y63 1of kAt bk 5 BF 4 W) AtWRK Y63 ik K
Fig. 1 The induction of AtWRKY63 by OA and construction and validation of the overexpression vector of AtWRKY63
A. The time course of transcription levels of AtWRKY63 analyzed by semi-quantitative RT-PCR in 3-week-old seedlings challenged

with 30 mmol/L OA;B. Construction strategy of AtWRKY63 overexpression vector;C. Identification of recombinant plasmid
containing AtWRKY63 by double enzyme digestion. M. DL2000 DNA marker; Lane 1. Plasmid pCAMBIA1300-221(control) ;
Lane 2. Recombinant plasmid;D. Validation of AtWRKY63 overexpression lines by RT-PCR

S
S
T

99 B 10
Lesion area/(mm°)

[39]
S
T

Col0  WRKY63-OF 200km =
¥ %l Materials Col 0

WRKY63-OE

B2 ik AcWRKY63 355 40 g 7 X 4% 25 B8 i Pk
A BTG AtWRK Y63 38 76 5 AR 16 3 P 878 24 h(A D) .48 h(A) i BEY JR A5 0L 5
B. AtWRKY63 it &AM bk 15 BF A= B B TR 4280 24 h )5 AR BETRTAR s C1.C2. S R4 Fh 8 h )5,
(RUHERRNT A A BB 22 B I W e (25 515 C3 . CAL (R Y11 1) DAB Y5 45

Fig. 2 AtWRKY63 overexpression lines conferred enhanced resistance to S. sclerotiorum

A. Representatives of disease symptom in wild type and AtWRKY63 over-expression line for 24(A1) and 48(A2) hours post

inoculation(hpi) ; B. Lesion area of inoculated leaves of wild type and AtWRKY63 overexpression line(24 hpi) ; C1,C2. Trypan

staining of hypha of inoculated leaves(8 hpi) ;C3,C4. ROS accumulation in inoculated Arabidopsis leaves stained with DAB
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Table 2 Cis-acting elements in the promoter of AtWRK Y63

Je4 Element il 37 B Base site i€ Function # & Number
ARE —725 TR %155 96 1F Anaerobic-responsive element 1
LTR —222 A YR Y I Low-temperature responsiveness 1
TCA —441 JK ¥ B2 Wi B TG4 SA responsiveness 1
CGTCA-motif —719,—304 K F R B JG4 JA responsiveness 2
TGACG —510,—633,—649 FEFTER W W JCFE JA responsiveness 3
TGA-box —633 He K Z i W Je 4 Auxin responsive element 1
Skn-1 motif —303,—718 B FL 18 42 0 13 76 #F Endosperm expression regulatory element 2
ACA-motif —989 G N JCF Light responsiveness 1
ACE — 822 SEUA R TEME Light responsiveness 1
AE-box —291 YU W JG 4 Light responsiveness 1
ATCT-motif —15 G W JG 4 Light responsiveness 1
Box 4 —843 J6u N JCF Light responsiveness 1
Box 1 —113 G R To M Light responsiveness 1
GATA —678 SEN R To M Light responsiveness 1
TCCC-motif —441 S N oG F Light responsiveness 1
B AtWRKY28 AtWRKY75 #—FWF5 £ MW, ik %
[ Col 0 B WRKY63-OE
5000 ik AtWRK Y28, AtWRK Y75 [ 5 H 451 75 7% fiE !
g4000r ‘ R B R E PO . A R T
;3;;30885 FIM 3219 BaWRK Y28 5 BaWRK Y75 155 1 4% 14
gf 20 YRR B BRI, B R WA Yt
=5l 8 B PP 5 R A — S R et
2 AL IE FBR T RIS ACWRK Y63 G

-WRKY63 PR1 PAL1 VSP1 LOX2
JEIA Genes
Bl 3 BFAERIE ST S ACWRKY63 i %3k
LBk £ 7 T35 R 2 k1 L
Fig. 3 Transcriptional expression profiling of

defense-related genes in AtWRK Y63

overexpression lines and wild type
P&, 10 WY B R R PR f S8 3R 38 AtWRKY63, 7
BESCDUAR MR R, B R PALT RYAEXS R AU 1.1,
{H PR1 (M X £k &R 23. 7,0 LOX2,VSP1 #Yy
AR kB0 R 7.9 F1 4. 3,38 AtWRK Y63 )
AR B BE TR T SA X JA PS5 & E, A
7 184 iR e 55 DXL A e X A% 8% TR A B 1k 5 A X A
WRKY63 33 FHij 1 000 bp i 551 53 Hr 3% B H
Fa BT JASA W R k.

31w

TR AT D SE A B R R AR 0 D TR ) B
i R AR HTPL R — BRI MR T 2 T Rk
TR A e R AR R LR R LR T
WRKY [N ) 22 57 2 180 » X 52 7R 30 5 & 3R 08

o B AEEC 8. 55) EAT H#E— LS. Ac-
WRKY63 J& T WRKY F [ 255 5 7. H Al
KT AtWRKY63 I g 1 BF 5% i + 73 A BR» Ren
420 B ABO3/AtWRK Y63 % fo F 4 fu 4% A, H.
TRHN SRS AtWRK Y63 R % 45 57 45 45 5] ABF2
(Abscisic acid responsive elements-binging factor
DEsI T W & F.ABO3/AtWRKY63 i) T-DNA
ARG RAZN abo3 TEFP T8 K M 4y v A= K B B
X ABA A7 88U abo3 W55 T ABA iSRS K
P 5 %ok 1 52 b3 S ABURR abo3 7E ABA LI HL 4
XA ABEF2 J2F Ui 38 5 3 19 55 I RD29A K
CORAT 1) 35 ik, Van Aken %5 BF 9% 3 B Ar-
WRKY63 7E4U B I+ B4 = 06 IR e v S A 1
RS 17 22 2 B L IR 2 1 B S TR A Rk . AT S
B 2 AW EOR N T IR Y5 3 R I5 H) ALWRKYS63 18
PRI TR Ik, A AtWRKY63 fE il i 75 &
LD P S R 10 1 A 0 T T 22 1) A KORHIR AR A% B TR
{24 aRT-PCR 2 #r ik W AdWRKY63 fy i 2 ik
WOHE T RO SA L JA PO TR T iR1e . AWTFE L
BT TR A B BAE A
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