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Carbon and Nitrogen Composition and Their Isotope

Characteristics of Alpine Meadow Plants

QUAN Xiaolong,QIAO Youming” ,DUAN Zhonghua, LIANG Haidong

(College of Eco-Environmental Engineering, Qinghai University, Xining 810016, China)

Abstract ; The carbon and nitrogen composition and stable isotope abundance of plants collected from the al-
pine meadows and seeded pasture at the headwater region of the Yellow River were analyzed with mass
spectrometer Isoprimel00. The purpose was to determine the type of plant photosynthesis and response of
carbon and nitrogen stable isotopes abundance to vegetation succession. The results show that: (1) plant
carbon content of 58 species varies between 28. 64% and 51. 55% and nitrogen content is from 0. 89% to
4.04%. The 8" C abundance varies between —29. 50%, and —24. 69%, and the §"°N value is from —4. 57%,
to 8. 32%,. (2) The plant carbon content of different sites is in the order of mix-seeded pasture (45. 54 %) >
non-degraded meadow (43. 18%) >>light degraded meadow (42. 18%) >>heavily degraded meadow (39. 68%). The
plant nitrogen content of different sites is in the order of non-degraded meadow (2. 30%) > mix-seeded
pasture (2. 28%)>light degraded meadow (2. 13%) > heavily degraded meadow (2.10%). (3) The §"C
values of plants in mix-seeded pasture,non-degraded meadow,light degraded meadow and heavily degraded
meadow are — 25. 63%., — 26. 57%0, — 26. 76%; and — 27. 91%,, respectively, and the §" N values are
—0.63%0,0.32%0.2. 76%, and 0. 26%;, respectively. Alpine degradation can result in decreased plant carbon
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and nitrogen content. All species analyzed are C; plants and no C, and Crassulacean acid metabolism

(CAM) plants were found. The low annual mean temperature may be the main factor restraining the distri-

bution of C, plants. The §"C values decrease with degradation,but the §'" N values have no such tread.

Key words:alpine meadow ;stable isotope;carbon and nitrogen;headwaters of Yellow River
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ABEFE RN 58 Fh FE B ) E BN o7 8 T 22
Bha2 )@, o gRHEY R £ 13 B, 35 BRI R
ABHEA 6 B EIRE B IE R, B R fRHY
HAPXSR 3R GR 2 AL HRBE R 1 R
i/

A X AE YRR OC R 5 AE 28, 64% ~51. 55% 4%
fh(F2 D LFEBE R 43.12% P BB R 5% 1 & 2
(Elsholtzia densa) & & A%, T [F N EE B &5 16
Ki B R B (Salvia roborowskii) ¢ i 8 » EL# i
2/3 MY ER T 40% ~50%: ARG EN T
0.89%~4. 040, F-HMA A 2. 0400, o h R A B}

3.1 BREAIEHENBAAABREBERMCE BN Elmus nutans) & IR AT 775150 FF 5
1 FKYP W CHippophae thibetana) & 5 5 d » A 37 Fp
3.1.1 SEETZEEYBREAR L1 M, MRS ELT 1.5%~2.5%,
x1 EYREATRAEMN
Table 1 Carbon and nitrogen composition of plants
o AR BARC AAMN o RRFE WARC HAHN
Species Basic contents con/lenls Species Basic contents  contents

character /% /% character /% /%
BIF % Elsholtzia densa D,A 28. 64 2.45 WV RS Iris songarica M.,P 36.97 1.72
ViR P e Hippophae thibetana D,P,S 50,78 4.04 A A& Lonicera minuta D,P 45.56 2.12
53k Aconitum gymnandrum D.A 34.57 2.66 EILFE L% Spiraca alpina D,P,S 49,58 2.31
KK Artemisia sieversiana D,A 29. 54 2.25 W E R Carex astrofusca M,P 46. 60 2.16
Bl & Oxytropis kansuensis D,P 48.03 3.65 M—Wk Lamiophlomis rotata D,P 36.97 1.65
WL Glaur maritima D.P 38,01 2.79 || 33 Notopterygium incisum D.P 44,77 1.99
BB R Aconitum pendulum D,P 38.40 2.62 H# K8 Euphorbia micractina D,P 42,79 1.90
WHEE Lancea tibetica D.P 42,49 2.88 || 28 # Potentilla fruticosa D.P.S  47.75 2,08
RHLBE Galium aparine D.A 36,21 2.33 || F#H %S Morina chinensis D.P 51,33 2.23
R Prrewalskia tangutica D,P 42,38 2.73 k8 BT Gentiana dahurica D,P 34.54 1.44
T D Pedicularis curvituba D.A 35. 00 2.17 FE R R H 5 Saxifraga tangutica D.P 43.51 1.74
W] R Z& 0t 46 Heteropap pus altaicus D,P 43. 80 2.69 Wi Kobresia humilis M,P 41.59 1.63
PH R Polygonum sibiricum D,P 43,41 2.59 || WS Aster flaccidus D,P 41.98 1.63
WA Salix oritrepha D,P,S 49,35 2.79 LU JE I Gentiana farreri D,P 47.50 1. 80
BALRE Del phinium densi florum D,P 41. 86 2.29 LM INEH Saussurea superba D,P 35.62 1.31
TR Potentilla bifurca D,P 41.95 2.29 %M 3% 2 Cremanthodium lineare D,P 42.51 1.56
WS Oxytropis ochrocephala D,P 43.25 2.36 || BB ALBE Leontopodium nanum D.P 49.13 1.79
FHIME R Carex moorcroftii M,P 39.03 2.10 FHWENTEH Saussurea qinghaiensis D,P 45. 80 1. 66
B Artemisia hedinii D.A 44,78 2.35 WALk BEEL Scirpus distigmaticus M.P 47,74 1.72
WALEE Microula sikkimensis D.A 39. 50 2.07 W E Ligularia virgaurea D,P 43.79 1.52
BFFRE Artemisia sacrorum D.P 47.66 2.38 || BHFEFE Poa crymophila M. A 45.36 1.49
Wi Artemisia frigida D.P 44,72 2.19 || PFEREE Kobresia schoenoides M.P 45.14 1.47
8 Z i 3% Potentilla anserina D,P 42,42 2.07 W% H Roegneria thoroldiana M,P 44,57 1. 40
FIRHIE 2 Ajuga lupulina D.P 38,84 1.89 | %45 Stipa purpurea M.P 46.48 1.40
FEAETL Gentiana straminea D,P 46,22 2.25 M PR R Thalictrum petaloideum D,P 17. 36 1. 38
B 55 Aster yunnanensis var. labrangensis D,P 43.67 2.10 HHEFH Anaphalis lactea D,P 16. 71 1.26
WK B RER Salvia roborowskii D,P 51.55 2.47 FBH Elymus tangutorum M,P 16. 88 1.01
INEE Kobresia pygmaea M,P 34.59 1.63 R Gentianopsis paludosa D,A 48.35 0.95
thAE £ Festuca sinensis M.,P 47.26 2.20 || WAEPHRE Elymus nutans M,P 46.17 0.89

AP DMS RFRR AR B AR T Y BT IR R

Notes: A,P,D,M and S stand for annual, perennial, dicotyledonous, monocotyledonous and shrub, respectively.
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3.1.2 SEFAFEEYRERMCESHME £2
TR A DX PN AR ) I 2 R ) 1) R Tk [R) 60 3R bE AR
B35 B A T —29.50% ~ — 24. 69%0. F ¥ K
—26.98%, R AR HEN T — 4. 57% ~
8.32%0 . FIMH 0. 47%0. A SOUHIFE Y 5" N {A
P T —1.81%~2.89%:.

3. AEABRUEEEAEYHREEARREERTER
i =1

3.2 AEARUSEEAEYHRERAR HES3
AT RLVE AR DOR B A 32 R Ak L ™ R Ak ) A
ANLTEH K C R & /MR K N 43. 18%,
42.18% .39. 68 % Fll 45.54 % N JLZE E 1 & BRIk
H2.30%.2.13%.2. 10% F1 2. 28% (£ 3), KiB
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fE R 3 AL AN FR AL s JE E ) 8 C H F AR
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O CH AR, LW Ol 2 3 3R b B ) 55 N Tt R H
BN AL i AR AL B A 8 C{HAL T M KF. £
B " C (B I 5 1 AR AR 88 o A o 3 9 A 11K
3 KW A AR AL = FE R A A O N A F %
R AE—1.00%0~ 1. 00%0. & N {H K /N IFF 4K ¥k
MR IR AL B (2. 76 %0) > N T A (0. 32%,) >
FIR ) (0. 26%0) > RIBALF A (—0.63%0), F
A" NAE VA B 2 b 3R £0 R B2 Jonn o i 328 3 2 A1 1)
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Table 2 Stable carbon and nitrogen isotope composition of plants

4 aeC 3N Fil 44 3 3N

Species /%o /%o Species /%o /%o
B Elsholtzia densa —26.99 2.58 HEWS IR S B Iris songarica —26.49 3.52
VE YL ik Hippophae thibetana —27.89 —0.83 SR 4 Lonicera inuta —25.75 —2.43
T3 Aconitum gymnandrum —26.79 0.25 IG5k 3 Spiraea alpina —27.71 0.23
KHKE Artemisia sieversiana —28.42 0.93 WA B E Carex astrofusca —26.53 5.76
HH BT Oxytropis kansuensis —27.07 —0.56 M—Bk Lamiophlomis rotata —26. 04 0.86
WL E Glaux maritima —24.96 —1.01 Il Notopterygium incisum —26.12 4.43
BWERE Aconitum pendulum —26.79 1.08 H# Kk Euphorbia micractina —25.17 —1.34
AR E Lancea tibetica —26.58 0. 88 4 i Potentilla fruticosa —28. 20 —1.11
RIRLBE Galium aparine —27.15 0.91 B % # 2 Morina chinensis —26.46  —0.17
IR Przewalskia tangutica —26.23 —0.28 K5 22T Gentiana dahurica —24.91 0.73
B8 e Pedicularis curvituba —27.90 0.95 PE AR IS E B Sai fraga tangutica —27.75 0.23
B IR Z2 40 i 46 Heteropap pus altaicus —28. 84 0. 89 75 Kobresia humilis —27.97 —0.72
VEARIZE Polygonum sibiricum —27.31 8.32 A5G Aster flaccidus —28.77 —2.02
WAMI Saliz oritrepha —27.37 1.55 LM Gentiana farreri —26. 80 —1.77
BAFRAE Delphinium densi florum —25.91 —0.30 FEW KB4 Saussurea superba —25.78 2.35
T HF B F Potentilla bifurca —26.67 3.62 33k 3§ Cremanthodium lineare —28.12 1.81
WAL T Oxytropis ochrocephala —26.35 —1.13 B KRIE Leontopodium nanum —27.98 —2.69
EIE T Carex moorcro ftii —26.45 2.62 #=1 R EH Saussurea ginghaiensis —25. 89 2.55
KL Artemisia hedinii —29.50 1.11 WA Sk BEEE Scirpus distigmaticus —27.61 0.37
FLEL Microula sikkimensis —26.08 2.11 Wy At Ligularia virgaurea —28. 14 —0.75
BRITE Artemisia sacrorum —29.01 —0.23 Y B R Poa crymophila —25.81 —2.87
¥ Artemisia frigida —27.39 2.67 VG5 & 5 Kobresia schoenoides —27.22 —0.31
R Z % 5 Potentilla anserina —27.32 0.62 R® ¥ Roegneria thoroldiana —25.79 3. 44
HAL i E 5 Ajuga lupulina —26.90 —0.46 WIS Stipa purpurea —26. 60 —1.43
WEAE L Gentiana straminea —24. 69 2.89 W EFA B Thalictrum petaloideum —26.45 —1.28
i{iif Aster yumnanensis var. la=—_oq 6 074 || SLEATH Anaphalis lactea —28.40  —1.81
ALK T BB B Salvia roborowskii —28.58 1. 33 # wE Elymus tangutorum —26.32 —0.44
INE B Kobresia pygmaea —25.95 —4.57 M4 A5 Gentianopsis paludosa —27.17 0. 26
Hi 823 Festuca sinensis —25.79 —2.92 e PR B Elymus nutans —26.94 —0.52
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Table 3 Carbon,nitrogen,stable carbon and nitrogen isotope composition in different meadows and seeded pasture

o CHit N &R 514 C 5N
Types C contents/ % N contents/ % /%o /%0

F 1Bk &) Non-degraded meadow 43.1840. 89 2.3040. 14 —25.6340.38 —0.63+0.31

2 % Bk 75 4 Light degraded meadow 42.18+1.25 2.134+0.17 —26.7640.21 2.76+0.56

T 5 R Ak ¥ f) Heavily degraded meadow 39.68+2.63 2.10+0. 21 —27.91+1. 22 0.2640.99

ALk K& Mix-seeded pasture 45.54+1.49 2.28+0.28 —26.5740.39 0.3240.73

8 °N/%o
-1.00 0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00
'24.00 T T T T 1
ARIBA(5)

-25.00 Non-degraded meadow

26.00 _'—{—' A T 5 H(9)
38 e Mix-seeded pasture
S -27.00 | t —

o £ R IR AK(S)
w I Light degraded
-28.00 .—?ﬂiﬂ:‘(w) meadow

22900 Heavily degraded
: meadow
-30.00 t
1 ARLR AR R 67 C M8 N KR
Fig. 1 Relationship between §”C and §"” N in

different meadows and seeded pasture
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